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s department could tell whether any
perticular officer wes properly applying
himself to his duties—nnt even if hé
stood et the officer’s shoulder all day
long. And then there ero certain classes
of officers whose work it is very difficult
to geuge. No men without technical
knowledge could tell whether, for ex-
ample, a draftaman was doing his duty
by the State. At preseut, the doing of
one’s duty is, for public servants, al-
most entirely & matter of fair conseience.
They are poked away in little rooms,
mostly, and this circumstance renders
continuous supervision impracticable.
What we want to do is to modernise
our office accommodation, and there
upon to set about the meking of econo-
mies. Onece we do stert, we will con-
tinue until we are satisfied that the
Public Service is being conducted en-
tirely in the best interests of the com.
munity es e whole. However, I wish to
say once egein that the criticisms which
heve been uttered upon these Estimetes
have, with but few exceptions, failed
to prove helpful to myself as Treasurer.
There are metters which I might bring
forwerd in refutation of much of the
adverse criticisrn to which 1 have been
subjected ; but in the interests of the
State of Western Australia and of the
British Empire I decline to advance
certain fecte within my knowledge. 1
prefer to bear my burden. The Gov-
ernment are faced with difficulties which,
in the absence of a knowledge of the
full fects, hon. members eannot pos-
gibly appreciate. In conclusion, I may
be permitted to express the hope that
& return of normal good harvests, a re-
eovery of the pastoral areas, and a
revival in industry generally will speedily
bring back prosperity and well-being
to the State and the people of Western
Australia. N

General debate concluded ; Votes and
Ttemns discussed as follow :—

Votes— Hiz Excellency the Gorernor,
£1,760 ; Executive Council. £50; Lrgis-
lative Council, £369— agreed 10.

Vote— Legislative Assembly, £1,900:

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11-32 p.m.
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ABSENCE OF PRESIDENT.

The Clerk reported the absence of the
President {Hon. H. Briggs) owing to ill-
health,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [+30]: We all
deeply rezret the illness of the Presi-
dent, and we hope it will not be long be-
fore he is reslored te us. I move—

That the Hon, W. Kingsmill, Chair-
man of Commitiees, lake the Chair as
deting President of the Council pend-
ing the return of the flon. II, Briggs.
Question passed.

The DEFUTY PRESIDENT (Hon.
\W. Kingsmill} as Acling President took
the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
MONEY BILLS PROCEDURE.

On motion by Hen. D. G. GAWLER,
the time for bringing up the Committee's
report exiended to Tuesday, the 23rd
TFebruary.

BILL—DIVIDEXD DUTIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Report slage, elcetera,

Report of Committee adopted.
Bill read a ihird time and passed.

BILL—LUNACY ACT AMENDMENT.
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly having
been received notifying that it had dis-
agreed to the Council's modification of
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the Assembly's modification of the Coun-
¢il’s amendment No. ¢, the Message was
nuw considered,

In Commitlee.

Hon, W, Kingsmill in the Chair; the
Colonial Seeretary in charge of the Bill

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: [
propose to move that the following Mes-
sage be sent to the Assewmbly:—“With
reference to the Assembly’s ) essage No.
33, the Couneil requests the Assembly to
graut a conference respeeting the Lunacy
Act Amendment Bill. Should a confer-
enre be agreed (o by the Assembly the
Council will be represenfed at such con-
ference by Hon. A, G. Jenkins, Hon. W,
Patrick, and Hon. J. M. Drew.”

The CHAIRMAN: The motion eannot
be taken in Committée. If the Minister
has some formal motion, sueh as that
the modifieation be not insisted upon, it
can be dealt with.

The Colonial Secretary: I have already
bad sunch a motion before the Commit-
tee,

The CHATRMAN: Yes, at a previous
stage. A conference cannot be appointed
oni of Committee, but must be appointed
by the Council. If the hon. member
makes a Formal motion we ean deal with
it and afterwards report progress.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : Then
I move—

That the modification be nol further
insisted upon.

Hon, A. G. JENKINS: That means
that we do not ineist on the modification,
and therefore we will not he able to get
a conference. Can we not report pro-
gress on that? Then, when progress has
been reported, the leader of ihe House
can move his motion for a conference.

The CHAIRMAN: No. The Commit-
tee stage must be finished hefore a con-
ference is asked for, If the Committee
is going to insist on this medification, the
conference may he requested or the Bill
dropped.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: Then the anly
way 15 to vote against the motion?

The CHAIRMAN: Quite so.

Question put and negatived: lhe Coun-
¢il’s modification further insisted on,
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Resolution reported, and the report
adopted.
The COLONJAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Ceniral) [4.40};: I move—
That the following Message be for-
warded to the .lssembly .—With refer-
ence {o the Assembly’s Message No. 33,
the Council requests the Assemdbly lo
grant a conference respecting the Lun-
acy .let Amendment Rill. Showld a
conference be ayreed to by the Assem-
Liy the Couneil will be represented at
such conference by Ion. 1. G. Jenkins,
Hen. W. Patrick, and Hon, J. M.
Dreuw,
Question passed.

BILL—VERMIN BOARDS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Aszsembly’s Message,

A Message baving heen received from
the Assembly notifying that it bad dis-
agreed with two amendments made by
the Council, the Message was now con-
sidered,

In Committee,

Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair; the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.

No. 1.—Tusert a new clause to stand as
Clause 7 as follows:—Section 47 is here-
by amended by striking out the words
“two shillings” and by inserting in lieu
thereof the words “one shilling”:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
move—

That the amendment be not insisted
an.

Hou, Sir E, H, WITTENOOM: I
must ask hon. members to disagree with
the motion, The rTeason given by the
Assembly for the continuance of this
maximum raie of 2s. is that the board
will not be able to fulfil its obliga-
tions 1if the rate is limited to 1ls.
The only alternative is for the Govern-
ment to take the fence over and keep it
going, or else to allow it to go to ruin
altogether. The reason for reducing the
tax to 1s. is that the settlers., who have
incurred this liability, are prepared to
pay this amount off if they get time in
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which to do so. The Act states that if
there is no board, or the beard 13 nu.
carrying out its duties, the Minister can
take the place of the board, and has
all the powers of such a board for earry-
ing these duties out. It has been sug-
gested that the Government should step
in and keep the fence up out of the
same funds and the same vote as are sus-
taining the other rabbit proof fences in
this State. This will only cost some-
thing under £1,000 a year. If the 2s.
taxation is left in the measure it gives
the Minister power to levy this every
year. Judging by previons results, the
Government, who have always spent
every penny that they have had, will see
that they get all that they can out of
the settlers in this particnlar. I hope
the House will not agree to the proposal
of the Colonial Seeretary.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The framers of
the reasons for opposing the amendment
overlooked the fact that the Vermin Aet
deals with the whole of the State and
not particularly with the board which
did exist in the Gascoyne distriet. I is
for this Council to say whether they are
prepared to allow any board, irrespon-
sible or responsible, to inflict a tax of
twice the amount of the rent. A tax of
108, per thousand aeres, equa) to the
rent, should be quite sufficient for any
board. I oppose the motion.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Bir
Edward WViilenoom stated that the board
is not in exisience, I believe it is.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittencom: It is mo-
ribund.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1If
it fails to carry out the functions of its
office it can be superseded, but this is
not likely if Parliament, through the
representations of hon. members from
the distriets concerned, reduces the tax-
ing powers given under the principal
Act. These powers were provided in ac-
cordance with the wishes of the people
immediately concerned. The mazimum
was 2s. per hundred aeres, and this was
put on by the settlers themselves. The
board was elected by the settlers and
fixed this rate. Now it is suggested that
the Government should take it over, hon.
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members representing the province de-
sire to deprive the Government of simi-
lar powers of taxation as those previous-
Iy enjoyed by the board. It is very un-
likely that the Government would super-
sede the board in sweh cireumstances. I
am quite aware that this Act deals with
the whole of the State, No board would
be deprived of the right of fixing a rate
at any figure that it wished, If 6d. per
hundred acres was considered sufficient
to carry on the necessary operations, no
doubt that amount would be fixed, but
power is given to go up to 2s. if neces-
sary. This seemms to me to be a reason-
able limit,

Question put and negatived;
Council’s amendment insisted on,

No. 2.—Insert a new clause to stand
as Clause 8§ as follows:—Section 49 is
hereby amended by striking out the
words “two shillings” and inserting in
lien thereof ‘‘one shilling’’:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
move—

That the amendment be not insisted
on.,

the

Question put and negatived; the
Council’s amendment insisied on.
Resolulions reported, the report

adopted, and a Message accordingly re-
turned to the Assembly.

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMEND-
MENT (No. 2).

QOrder Discharged.

Order of the Day for third reading
read.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS (Metropolitan}
[6.51: T move—

That the Order of the Day be dis-
charged.
Question passed; the Order discharged.

MOTION—LAND AND INCOME TAX
ACT, TO AMEND.

Order of the Day read for resumption
of debate from 28th Jannary, on motion
by Hon. J. Cornell:—*¢That in the opin-
ion of this House the existing ‘‘Land
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and Income Tax Act’’ should he amend-
ed so as to provide for a greater tax on
income not earned by personal effort.”

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.9 p.m.

Degislative EHssembly,
Tuesday, 16th February, 1915,
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The SPEAWKER took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—WHEAT HANDLING
CHARGES,

Mr, THOMSOX (without notice)
asked the Premier: 1, Whai amount per
bushel are the Millers’ Association re-
eeiving for acquiring wheat from the
farmers for the Foodstuff Board? 2,
Is it correct that a charge of 2d. per
bushel is made? If so, is it the intention
of the Government to direet the Food-
stuff Board to deduet that amount only
from the farmers who have wheat to sell,
instead of the charge of 4d. now made?
3, As the Foodstuff Board are acquiring
this wheat for the benefit of the com-
munity, will he direet the Board that all
charges over 2d. will be borne by the
State and not by the seller of the wheat?

The PREMIER replied: 1, For ac-
quiring and reeeiving in truek or lat
stack, 2d. per bushel plus an additional
charge for other items sueh as storing,
handling, interest, insuranece, stationery,
clerical assistance, eic. 2, No, hecause
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that is not the only charge incurred in
securing this wheat as shown by answer
No. 1. 3, No; the Board point out that
in fixing the price they took every factor
into consideration and provided and
fixed 4d. rer bushel as the approximate
cost of acquiring, ete. 1f a lesser figure
is to be allowed, then undoubtedly the
difference between that and 4d. would be
a loss to the State. Had the Board con-
sidered that 2d. or some other amount
less than 4d. would bave been sufficient
io cover the cost of acquiring the wheat,
they would have reduced the hasie price
—which is a generous one—accordingly.
It is considered that the price now paid
to farmers at country sidings is a fair
one. The Government, while not desir-
ous of making any profit from the trans-
action, are not prepared to soffer any leoss
to the general community, as the action
taken is primarily in the interest of the
farming eommunity.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
MONEY BILLS PROCEDURE.
Eztension ‘of Time.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison) [4.35] :
In the absence of the member for Can-
ning (Mr. Robinson) I desire to report
that some progress has been made by the
committee. Meetings of the committee
appointeill by this House and of the com-
mittee appointed by another place have
been held, and it is hoped that some ar-
rangement may be arrived at whieh will
overcome the diffienlty experienced in re-
gard to money Bills procedure, We have
not yet completed our labours, and I

move—

That the time for Dbringing up the
Joint Select Committee’s report be exz-
tended to Tuesday, 23rd February.
Question passed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1914-15.
In Committee of Supply,
Resumed from the 11th February; Mr.
Holman in the Chair.
Vote—Legislative Assembly,
agreed to.

£1,900—



